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THE RETURN TO POLITICS
BEFORE the war was over Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Bonar Law, the leaders of the Coalition, had decided to hold a general election in Great Britain, as soon as the end came. They thought it necessary for the Government to renew its mandate before it proceeded to the Peace settlement, and they felt that there could be no better opportunity of obtaining the exceptional and overwhelming vote of confidence which the occasion was said to demand than if they presented themselves at this moment as the authors of victory, and used their influence with their respective parties to secure the return of candidates who could be certified as reliable and patriotic.
In this they judged rightly. It was certain that the Conservative party would follow their official leaders, and that the Liberal party would be divided and helpless, if in face of the joint appeal it tried to run independent candidates. But there was one considerable difficulty. With few exceptions all members of the outgoing Parliament, whether Liberal or Conservative, had treated the Government with forbearance and supported it in all measures necessary for the conduct of the war. It thus seemed to follow that, if an election were held as a popular demonstration at this moment, the great majority of sitting members would be returned unopposed. That at least was the expectation of both Liberal and Labour members, with the exception of those who had opposed the war.
The Division of Seats
On the other hand, it was scarcely to be expected that the Conservative party which, as a party, had been out of office for nearly thirteen years, would consent merely to the reelection of the Parliament elected in 1910, in which they were in a minority of more than 100. It, therefore, became necessary to displace a sufficient number of Liberal and Labour candidates p                                    225   ..........
